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Consultation on the Introduction of Mandatory Sheep Carcase Classification  
and Price Reporting  
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
PROPOSED INTRODUCTIONS OF MANDATORY SHEEP CARCASE 
CLASSIFICATION AND PRICE REPORTING  
 
Introduction 
 
The Scottish Sheep Sector Review -  ‘A pathway to a profitable future: a vision for 
the future of the Scottish sheep industry’ recommended the need for a 
comprehensive review of price and grade reporting protocols that would result in 
better reporting of carcase size, appearance and eating quality.  
 
In accepting this recommendation the Scottish Government is proposing to act on 
the sheep industry request by introducing a mandatory sheep carcase classification 
system.   This  will require all Scottish slaughterhouses to follow to a system that will 
help ensure producers receive consistent information on the confirmation and 
classification, and be paid per carcase,  in a more transparent manner.  
 
European Regulations (Regulation 1308/2013 and Regulation 2017/1182) provide 
that Member States may apply a Union scale for the classification of sheep 
carcases. Where a Member State chooses to apply sheep carcase classification, 
they must follow the relevant classification rules laid down in the Regulations. Any 
mandatory classification scheme introduced by competent authorities must conform 
to the European SEUROP payment grid system (see Annex A) and therefore this is 
the system that would be introduced.  Given the fact that the majority of 
slaughterhouse are already classifying using this system we anticipate the impact 
being minimum.   
 
We are proposing that the mandatory carcase classification system is introduced by 
15 July 2018.  
 
Licensing and Testing 
 
Similar to current beef classification procedures, we are proposing that carcase 
classification for sheep will be carried out by qualified classifiers who have obtained 
a licence for visual classification of carcases.  Classifiers would require to undergo 
an assessment before being eligible for a licence. The licensing and testing of the 
classifier will be carried out by the Scottish Government Meat Inspectors.   
 
The licensing and testing requirement will apply to all authorised grading techniques 
including automated, semi-automated and manual.  Conditions may be imposed on 
any licences granted, as with beef carcase classifier licences. Where a licence has 
been issued it is intended the following will apply. 
   

 A licence or any condition can be varied.  

 revoke a licence where incorrect classifications or identifications take place  



 

 

 suspend or revoke a licence if the person has broken the terms or conditions 
of the licence or where it is no longer  appropriate for the licence holder to 
carry out classifications  

 suspend or revoke a licence if the automated grading equipment no longer 
meets the standards required whether connected with the equipment or the 
operator’s use of the equipment 

 
Please note that these are the same rules that apply presently to the beef 
carcase classifiers licences  
 
Throughput Exemption 
 
The Scottish Government have looked at the premises who currently have sheep 
throughput on a weekly basis.  There are 14 abattoirs who meet the criteria of having 
weekly sheep throughput.  Out of these, seven account for nearly 90% of all 
throughput, with the lowest average around 700 per week.    
 
Given this and allowing for seasonal fluctuations we are suggesting an exemption to 
mandatory classification and price reporting if there are fewer than 500 sheep per 
week as an annual average going through the slaughterhouse.  However these 
premises can opt into the classification and price reporting rules at their discretion.    
 
Q:  Do you agree that there should be an exemption to mandatory 
classification and price reporting if there are fewer than 500 sheep per week, 
as an annual average, going through the slaughterhouse? 
 
Price reporting  
For the purpose of establishing market prices of certain categories of animals, 
market prices shall be reported for all sheep carcases. 
 
Enforcement 
 

Compliance offences 

Under the Beef and Pig Carcase Classification (Scotland) Regulations 2010, breach 
of certain provisions of the relevant EU Regulations in respect of beef and pig 
carcase classification are offences. It is proposed that similarly for sheep carcase 
classification, failure to comply with certain requirements of Regulation 1308/2013 
and Regulation 2017/1182 relating to sheep carcase classification will be offences. 

 
The proposed offences will relate to failing to comply with the requirements  as to 
the:  

 classification 

 confirmation  

 fat cover 

 presentation;  

 weighing and  

 record keeping 

 identification of carcases  
 



 

 

The proposed penalty for such offences is a fine not exceeding level 5 on the 
standard scale, with a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum for the offence of 
misleading marks.   
 

Notification and licence offences   

In line with the regulations for beef and pig carcase classification, it is proposed that 
where a slaughterhouse used for slaughtering sheep is required to notify details to 
the Scottish Ministers, failure to comply with the notification requirements will be an 
offence. 

 
It is also proposed that offences and penalties in line with those relating to licences 
for beef carcase classification will apply to sheep carcase classification.  
 
The regulations for beef carcase classification provide- 
 
(A) If classification is carried out at an approved slaughterhouse; 
 

 without a licence granted or 

 in breach of any term or condition of such a licence, 
 

Both the person who carries out the classification and the operator of that 
slaughterhouse are each guilty of an offence.  
 
(B) If classification is carried out at an approved slaughterhouse by means of 
automated grading equipment; 
 

 without a licence granted  for the use of that equipment at that 
slaughterhouse; or 

 in breach of any term or condition of such a licence, 
 

Both the person who carries out the classification and the operator of that 
slaughterhouse are each guilty of an offence. 
  
(C) Any person who makes an alteration to a licence granted with the intent to 
deceive is guilty of an offence. 
 
The penalties for such offences is a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale, 
in addition to revoking of individuals licences.  
 
As with the legislation for Beef Carcase Classification inspections will take place at 
regular intervals and the powers of entry will be as it stands at present, with the 
explanation as below.  
 

Powers of entry 

It is proposed that the powers of entry and powers of entry which apply to Beef and 
Pig Carcase Classification will also apply to sheep carcase classification. These 
provide that an authorised officer may at any reasonable hour enter an approved 
slaughterhouse and any associated premises in which carcases may be handled or 
records relating to those carcases may be kept, for the purpose of checking whether 



 

 

 

 any offence under these Regulations is being or has been committed on the 
premises; or 

 there is on the premises any evidence of any such offence 
 

The officer may be accompanied, including any representative of the European 
Commission. 
 
If there are reasonable grounds, or a need for urgency a warrant may be authorised 
allowing an officer to enter the premises, if need be by reasonable force. 

 
All of the above enforcement paragraphs are not new and are already in force with 
the Beef Carcase Classification Regulations as they presently stand.   
 

Inspections  

It is proposed that inspections shall be carried out at regular intervals with varying 
frequency and relative to the volume of sheep production. It is intended that the 
powers of authorised officers who enter premises regarding beef and pig carcase 
classification will also apply in respect of sheep carcase classification. These allow 
authorised officers to— 

 

 Inspect carcases on the premises; 

 Examine records which the operator is required to keep; 

 Require copies or extracts of records to be produced; and 

 Retain records which the officer believes may be required as evidence. 
 

Q:  Do you agree that the Scottish Government should seek to introduce 
mandatory sheep carcase classification systems and price reporting? 
 
Timings  
 
Subject to the responses of the consultation, the Scottish Government’s aim is to 
introduce mandatory sheep carcase classification system by the 15th July 2018.  This 
date has to align with changes to the Beef and Pig classification systems (see Annex 
A)  
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
           
 



 

 

          Annex A 
 
Additional related information  
 
In addition to the introduction of the mandatory sheep carcase classification please 
note that as a result of EU regulation changes, under the Commission Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2017/1182 we intend to amend the Beef and Pig Carcase 
Classification (Scotland) Regulations 2010.  Amongst these changes is a change is  
to raise the threshold for abattoirs compulsory classifying from 75 to 150 for cattle 
and from 200 to 500 pigs slaughtered per week. This will have very little effect on 
abattoirs as we are aware there is only one beef and one pig abattoir this would 
affect, who have already confirmed they will continue to classify.  We propose that 
these amendments/rewrite of the Beef and Pig Carcase Classification (Scotland) 
Regulations 2010 would come into force on the 15 July 2018 as with the introduction 
of the sheep carcase classification into one legislative instrument.   
 
SEUROP Classification system 
 
the SEUROP classification basis is as shown below 
Conformation classes – S, E, U, R, O and P 

 
Fat classes – 1, 2, 3L, 3H, 4L, 4H and 5 
 

The union scales for the classification of sheep carcases are as follows -  

The definitions of "carcase" and "half-carcase" 

1. "carcase" means the whole body of a slaughtered animal as presented after 
bleeding, evisceration and skinning;  

 

2. "half-carcase" means the product obtained by separating the carcase 
symmetrically through the middle of each cervical, dorsal, lumbar and sacral vertebra 
and through the middle of the sternum and the ischiopubic symphysis..  

 

Categories 

The carcases shall be divided into the following categories:  

A: carcases of sheep under 12 months old, New Season Lambs (NSL). 

B: carcases of other sheep. Older Season Lambs (OSL). 

 

Classification 

The carcases shall be classified by successive assessment of:  

1. Conformation, defined as follows:  - Development of carcase profiles, in particular 
the essential parts (hindquarter, back, shoulder)  

 

Conformation class and Description 

S Superior -  profiles extremely convex; exceptional muscle development (double 
muscled carcase type)  



 

 

E Excellent  - All profiles convex to super-convex; exceptional muscle development  

U Very good  - Profiles on the whole convex, very good muscle development  

R Good  - Profiles on the whole straight; good muscle development  

O Fair  - Profiles straight to concave; average muscle development  

P Poor  - All profiles concave to very concave; poor muscle development 

 

Fat cover 

1 low  - None up to low fat cover  

2 slight  - Slight fat cover, flesh visible almost everywhere  

3 average  -Flesh with the exception of the hindquarter and shoulder, almost 
everywhere covered with fat, slight deposits of fat in the thoracic cavity  

4 high - Flesh covered with fat, but on the hindquarter and shoulder still partly visible, 
some distinctive fat deposits in the thoracic cavity  

5 very high  - Entire carcase covered with fat; heavy deposits in the thoracic cavity 

 

Presentation 

Carcases and half-carcases shall be presented without the head (severed at the 
atlantooccipital joint), the feet (severed at the carpometacarpal or tarso-metatarsal 
joints), the tail (severed between the sixth and seventh caudal vertebrae), the udder, 
the genitalia, the liver and the pluck. Kidneys and kidney fat are included in the 
carcase.  

 

Identification of carcases  

Classified carcases and half-carcases shall be identified by marking or labelling.  
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