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Thank you for your letter of 4 September 2015. | apologise for the delay in responding.

| have considered thi issues very carefully but concluded that it would not be appropriate to
exciude civil partnerships registered in Northern Ireland from the Order. The Order has now
been agreed by Parliament and will come into force shortly.

We recognise the fir<it point you make on uncertainties. As ybou know, we have produced
guidance for couples which says that it is not certain how their relationship will be recognised
in the jurisdiction which registered their civil partnership and indicates that they may wish to
obtain their own lega| advice.

On your second poin|, Articles 6 and 7 of the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Act
2014 and Civil Partniirship Act 2004 (Consequential Pravisions and Modifications) Order
2014 (S| 2014/3229) makes provision on the treatment of Scottish same sex marriages in
Northern Ireland. Aricie 6 of the Order provides that under the law of Northem Ireland, a
Scottish marriage of a same sex couple is to be treated as a civil partnership registered in
Scotland. This Orde'* was made by UK Ministers and the Scottish Ministers cannot change
it.

However, my official: asked UK officials in June of this year whether S| 2014/3229 should be
changed "so that a ¢uple in 2 Northern ireland civil partnership who change their - |
refationship to marrizige in Scotland would still be treated as being in their Northem Ireland

civil partnership in Nilrthern |reland. |
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Clearly, it would rer ain the case that any dissolution in Northern Ireland of their relatlonshlp
would be treated as pnding the marriage in Scotland. '

As | say, changes to S| 2014/3229 are not in the gift of the Scottish Ministers as this Sl is
outwith our jurisdicticin.

On your final point, riy officials have indicated that they would be happy to take part in UK-
wide discussions wit1 the Secretariat to the Gender Recognition Panel about the gender
recognition implicatic ns of a couple in a civil partnership registered in Northem Ireland

changing their relatic nship to marriage in Scotland. | am aware that officials from the UK
Ministry of Justice airp currently sefting this meeting up.
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