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The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that the prospects 

of our young people are not hampered by their background and 

household income. 

That is why the Scottish Government has retained the Education Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA) in Scotland, a fund to support students aged between 16 and   
19 to continue with their learning. Over 33,000 school and college students in 
Scotland receive the EMA, and last year the government extended the eligibility 
criteria so more young people can get financial support to help fulfil their potential.

Now, as students return for the 2016/17 year, we want to make sure as many  
eligible students as possible are aware of the programme and receive this help.   
This toolkit outlines a national awareness-raising campaign taking place during  
September 2016, with promotional materials being sent to every Scottish secondary 
school and college, and word being spread via social media channels.

The toolkit also explains how you can take part and help make sure students and their 
families are aware of the help they are entitled to in order to continue learning.

Thank you for your support.

What is the EMA and 
what is this toolkit?
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Education Maintenance Allowance is a payment of £30 per week to 

young people aged 16 to 19 years old from low income families to 

remain in post 16 learning. 

The Scottish Government believes the EMA helps support young people to make 
decisions about their learning that are based on their ability and aspirations rather  
than their financial circumstances.

Currently over 33,000 school and college students in Scotland receive the EMA. 
The government has expanded the programme so that an anticipated 22,000 more 
young people could benefit from the allowance. To that end, the financial thresholds 
for families have been raised and part-time college courses have been included to 
ensure more students are eligible. 

Students from a family earning up to £24,421 a year with one dependent child -  
or up to £26,884 if they have siblings - could be eligible, depending on the course 
they’re studying or if they are on an Activity Agreement as well as meeting the   
other eligibility criteria such as residency. The payment is based on attendance and  
on the student fulfilling any learning agreement they have.

In 2016, we’re working in partnership with schools, colleges and others to raise 
awareness among students, guidance teachers and bursary offices, and families. 

EMA and what we’re doing 03



How you can help

You can help us reach students and their families     

in the following ways:

 dissemination of campaign materials
 information in newsletters, websites and social media
 publicity in local papers and radio.
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05How you can help
Campaign materials

Every secondary school and college is receiving posters and flyers 

to display and distribute to students and teachers. There are three 

versions of posters for students, for display in your student-facing 

areas such as notice boards, common rooms and hallways. There is 

also a version for display in staff areas. All four versions are 

provided in both A3 and A4. 

We have also sent you A5 two-sided flyers for students. We would appreciate it if  
you could distribute these to all students in the 16-19 age bracket, and in particular 
those you know to be eligible for the EMA. Please note that some students feel there 
is a slight stigma attached to receiving an EMA, so please be discrete and sensitive.



06How you can help
Newsletters, websites   
and social media

This toolkit contains copy you can use for newsletters, emails, and 

websites to inform your students and your school or college’s wider 

community about the  EMA and where to find out more.

We have also provided suggested posts for your social media accounts,    
as well as graphics you can download. 

We would be grateful for any support you can give us through your   
various channels for reaching students and families.



07How you can help
Local publicity

Local newspapers and radio are great ways to inform your local 

community, and particularly the families of students about the EMA.

We have provided a template news release for you to adapt and send out to local 
media. You can also support this by giving interviews to local radio and newspapers.



 If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week to help you continue learning, 
through the Educational Maintenance Allowance programme.

 Over 33,000 school and college students in Scotland receive the EMA,   
a Scottish Government fund to support young people from lower income  
families to continue with their studies.

 Find out if you could help yourself with the EMA. Speak to your guidance   
teacher or bursary office about how you get an application form, or find out   
more at www.emascotland.com

 If your family earns up to £24,421 a year - or £26,884 if you have siblings -   
you could be eligible, depending on the course you’re studying or if you are   
on an Activity Agreement.

 The payment is based on attendance and on you fulfilling any learning  
agreement you may have.

Key messages 08

http://www.emascotland.com


09Key messages
Facts and stats

The EMA programme was expanded in January 2016 to support more 

young people. The income thresholds were raised and part-time 

non-advanced college courses were included.

Local authorities and colleges deliver the programme on behalf of    
the Scottish Government.

The weekly payment of £30 is based on 100% attendance and fulfilling the terms  
of learning agreements. Learning agreements give local authorities and colleges 
discretion to offer flexibility to some students based on their circumstances;   
for example, young carers.
 
In 2014/15 in Scotland 33,180 school pupils and college students received  
EMA payments, a decrease of 6% (2,290) from 2013-14

School pupils account for 68% of young people receiving an EMA,    
with college students making up the remaining 32%. In 2014/15,    
this translated to 22,530 school pupils and 10,650 college students.



10Copy for newsletters
and websites

APPLY TODAY FOR THE EMA

Is money keeping you back from continuing your    

learning at school or college?

If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week to help you continue learning, 
through the Educational Maintenance Allowance programme. The EMA is a Scottish 
Government fund to support young people from lower income families to continue 
with their studies. Around 33,000 students in Scotland receive the allowance.
 
If you want to find out if you’re eligible for the allowance speak to our guidance 
teacher/bursary office DELETE AS APPROPRIATE about how you get an 
application form. Or find out more at www.emascotland.com. 

You could be eligible if your family earns up to £24,421 a year - or £26,884 if you 
have siblings - depending on the course you’re studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on attendance and on you fulfilling any learning 
agreement you may have.

ADD CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE APPROPRIATE PERSON   
AT YOUR SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

http://www.emascotland.com
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We have provided three versions of A4 and A3 posters and A5 flyers 

for your students, as well as A4 and A3 posters for staff. 

You can also download electronic versions and of the posters and flyers,   
and PDFs for printing. 

We have also included a flyer for staff for you to print as appropriate, and 
monochrome versions of the student versions of posters and flyers for use   
with students who have colour-blindness or related conditions.

These files are available at: www.emascotland.com/admindocuments.php

Posters and flyers
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education  
maintenance  
allowance

www.emascotland.com

If you’re 16 to 19 years old you 
could get £30 a week to help you 
continue learning, through  
the Education Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA) programme. 

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If your family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if you have siblings – you could 
be eligible, depending on the course you’re 
studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on 
attendance and on you fulfilling any  
learning agreement you may have.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA  
Speak to your guidance teacher 

or bursary office   about getting  
an application form, or visit 
 www.emascotland.com
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   

http://www.emascotland.com/admindocuments.php


12Social media

Your social media accounts are a great way to make students and 

families aware of the EMA. You can help spread the message by: 

 posting about the EMA on your Facebook and Twitter
 using the #ApplytodayforEMA hashtag
 retweeting relevant tweets by others
 sharing relevant Facebook posts

There are some suggested posts on page 13.  For the most impact, you should use 
graphics  with your posts. Graphics for Facebook and Twitter can be downloaded at:
www.emascotland.com/admindocuments.php 

You can also download badges and banners for your webpages and accounts.

http://www.emascotland.com/admindocuments.php
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Facebook
If financial matters are keeping you from staying in education, find out if you can  
get the Education Maintenance Allowance. If you’re 16 to 19, you could get £30 
 a week to help you continue learning. Visit www.emascotland.com or speak to   
your guidance teacher or bursary office.

Aged between 16 and 19 and in school or college? You could be eligible to receive  
£30 per week. Visit www.emascotland.com or talk to your school or college.

If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week to help you continue  
learning, through the Educational Maintenance Allowance programme:   
www.emascotland.com Speak to your guidance teacher or college bursary   
staff about getting an application form.

Do you want to keep learning but face financial barriers? If you’re 16 to 19,   
you could get £30 a week to help stay in education through the Education 
Maintenance Allowance. Visit www.emascotland.com or speak to your   
guidance teacher or bursary office

Twitter
What’s holding you back from learning? See if you can get £30/week 
#ApplytodayforEMA http://bit.ly/2ba5Pd8 

Need money to stay learning? Let us help
 http://bit.ly/2ba5Pd8 #ApplytodayforEMA

Want to keep studying but can only see barriers? 
#ApplytodayforEMA http://bit.ly/2ba5Pd8

Aged 16-19 & at school or college? You could get £30/week 
http://bit.ly/2ba5Pd8 #ApplytodayforEMA

http://www.emascotland.com
http://www.emascotland.com
http://www.emascotland.com
http://www.emascotland.com
http://bit.ly/2ba5Pd8
http://bit.ly/2ba5Pd8
http://bit.ly/2ba5Pd8
http://bit.ly/2ba5Pd8
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Apply today for the EMA

YOUR INSTITUTION is encouraging students to make sure they’re getting  
 the financial support they’re entitled to in order to stay in education.

Thousands of Scottish secondary school and college students receive the Education 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA) each year, a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families to continue their learning. Students aged  
16 to 19 get £30 a week to help with their education, dependent on attendance and 
individual learning agreements.

Now, schools, colleges and local authorities across Scotland are working with the 
Scottish Government to ensure as many young people who entitled to the EMA  
as possible apply for the support.

YOUR SPOKESPERSON said:
“ For all young people, education is crucial to improving their employment prospects 

and the quality of their lives. But many face financial barriers to continuing their 
learning and that’s why we’re acting to make sure they are aware of the support 
they’re entitled to.”

“ The EMA has already helped thousands of young people in Scotland stay on in 
education to build up their skills and employability. The allowance is a lifeline to   
those students, contributing towards books, travel costs and other expenses.”

Over 33,000 school and college students in Scotland receive the EMA. At the  start 
of this year, the Scottish Government raised the income thresholds and also made 
some part-time college courses eligible. If a student’s family earns up to £24,421  
a year - or £26,884 if they have siblings - they could be eligible, depending on the 
course they’re studying or if they are on an Activity Agreement.

Template media release
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The EMA provides an incentive for students aged 16 to 19    

(up to their 20th birthday) from low income families to stay   

in education, either in school or on a college course. 

The incentive is an entitlement and demand-led programme which is administered 
 by local authorities and colleges on behalf of Scottish Ministers. 

The weekly payment of £30 is based on 100% of agreed attendance and fulfilling  
the terms of learning agreements. Learning agreements give local authorities and 
colleges discretion to offer flexibility to some students based on their circumstances; 
for example, young carers.

Template media release
Notes to editors



16Next steps

This short burst of activity is the first step of wider marketing to 

raise awareness of the EMA and encourage students to receive the 

help they are entitled to. 

We intend carrying out research in the near future to help us better understand why 
some eligible students aren’t applying for the EMA and how best to encourage them 
to do so. From there, we will consider whether further marketing activity is required 
and if so, what that would look like.

Timings are being finalised and we will soon come out to you to ask for your help. 

You can get involved by helping us speak to students and also giving us your views  
on how the EMA system works, what are the barriers for students, and how we   
can encourage more students to apply. We also want to know how we can work with 
schools, colleges and local authorities to make the most of our marketing strategies.

If you have any suggestions on how to best promote the EMA or have   
students who would like to be case studies, please contact Simon Ebbett   
at the Scottish Government: simon.ebbett@gov.scot
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To discuss marketing activity, please contact Scottish Government Marketing:
Simon Ebbett 
simon.ebbett@gov.scot

To discuss the EMA and related matters, please contact     
the Scottish Government policy team
Gillian Lacey
gillian.lacey@gov.scot 

To download posters and flyers, please visit:
www.emascotland.com/admindocuments.php 

Links:
www.emascotland.com
www.mygov.scot/ema

Useful contacts

http://www.emascotland.com/admindocuments.php
http://www.emascotland.com
http://www.mygov.scot/ema
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you 
could get £30 a week to help you 
continue learning, through  
the Education Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA) programme. 

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If your family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if you have siblings – you could 
be eligible, depending on the course you’re 
studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on 
attendance and on you fulfilling any  
learning agreement you may have.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA  
Speak to your guidance teacher 

or bursary office   about getting  
an application form, or visit 
 www.emascotland.com
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you 
could get £30 a week to help you 
continue learning, through  
the Education Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA) programme. 

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If your family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if you have siblings – you could 
be eligible, depending on the course you’re 
studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on 
attendance and on you fulfilling any  
learning agreement you may have.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA  
Speak to your guidance teacher 

or bursary office   about getting  
an application form, or visit 
 www.emascotland.com
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you 
could get £30 a week to help you 
continue learning, through  
the Education Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA) programme. 

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If your family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if you have siblings – you could 
be eligible, depending on the course you’re 
studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on 
attendance and on you fulfilling any  
learning agreement you may have.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA  
Speak to your guidance teacher 

or bursary office   about getting  
an application form, or visit 
 www.emascotland.com



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

A5 Leaflet Mono 1  



is som£thing

k££ping you 

back from

staying in 

£ducation? 

APPLY  
TODAY 
FOR

EMA 

www.emascotland.com

education  

maintenance  

allowance



APPLY  
TODAY 
FOR

EMA 
education  

maintenance  

allowance

www.emascotland.com

If you’re 16 to 19 years old you 

could get £30 a week to help you 

continue learning, through  

the Education Maintenance 

Allowance (EMA) programme. 

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If your family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if you have siblings – you could 
be eligible, depending on the course you’re 
studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on 
attendance and on you fulfilling any  
learning agreement you may have.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA  
Speak to your guidance teacher 

or bursary office   about getting  
an application form, or visit 
 www.emascotland.com
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you 

could get £30 a week to help you 

continue learning, through  

the Education Maintenance 

Allowance (EMA) programme. 

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If your family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if you have siblings – you could 
be eligible, depending on the course you’re 
studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on 
attendance and on you fulfilling any  
learning agreement you may have.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA  
Speak to your guidance teacher 

or bursary office   about getting  
an application form, or visit 
 www.emascotland.com
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you 

could get £30 a week to help you 

continue learning, through  

the Education Maintenance 

Allowance (EMA) programme. 

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If your family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if you have siblings – you could 
be eligible, depending on the course you’re 
studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on 
attendance and on you fulfilling any  
learning agreement you may have.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA  
Speak to your guidance teacher 

or bursary office   about getting  
an application form, or visit 
 www.emascotland.com
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If your students are 16 to 19 years old they could get £30 a week  
to help them continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

to learn more about the EMA visit www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If your students are 16 to 19 years old they could get £30 a week  
to help them continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

to learn more about the EMA visit www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If your students are 16 to 19 years old they could get £30 a week  
to help them continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

to learn more about the EMA visit www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   



do your 
stud£nts  
n££d H£lp 
funding th£ir
£ducation? 

APPLY  
TODAY 
FOR

EMA 
education  
maintenance  
allowance

www.emascotland.com

If your students are 16 to 19 years old they could get £30 a week  
to help them continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

to learn more about the EMA visit www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If your students are 16 to 19 years old they could get £30 a week  
to help them continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

to learn more about the EMA visit www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you could get £30 a week  
to help you continue learning, through the  
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  programme.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA, 
Speak to your guidance teacher or bursary office    
about getting an application form,  
or visit   www.emascotland.com   
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you 

could get £30 a week to help you 

continue learning, through  

the Education Maintenance 

Allowance (EMA) programme. 

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If your family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if you have siblings – you could 
be eligible, depending on the course you’re 
studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on 
attendance and on you fulfilling any  
learning agreement you may have.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA  
Speak to your guidance teacher 

or bursary office   about getting  
an application form, or visit 
 www.emascotland.com
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you 

could get £30 a week to help you 

continue learning, through  

the Education Maintenance 

Allowance (EMA) programme. 

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If your family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if you have siblings – you could 
be eligible, depending on the course you’re 
studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on 
attendance and on you fulfilling any  
learning agreement you may have.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA  
Speak to your guidance teacher 

or bursary office   about getting  
an application form, or visit 
 www.emascotland.com
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If you’re 16 to 19 years old you 

could get £30 a week to help you 

continue learning, through  

the Education Maintenance 

Allowance (EMA) programme. 

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If your family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if you have siblings – you could 
be eligible, depending on the course you’re 
studying or if you are on an Activity 
Agreement. The payment is based on 
attendance and on you fulfilling any  
learning agreement you may have.

To find out if you’re eligible for the EMA  
Speak to your guidance teacher 

or bursary office   about getting  
an application form, or visit 
 www.emascotland.com
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students who are 16 to 19 years 

old could get £30 a week to  

help them continue learning, 

through the Education

Maintenance Allowance (EMA) 

programme. 

APPLY  
TODAY 
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education  
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allowance

www.emascotland.com

Over 33,000 school and college  
students in Scotland receive the EMA,  
a Scottish Government fund to support 
young people from lower income families  
to continue with their learning.

If their family earns up to £24,421 a year –  
or £26,884 if they have siblings –  
they could be eligible, depending on the 
course they’re studying or if they’re on an 
Activity Agreement. The payment is based  
on attendance and on fulfilling any  
learning agreement they may have.

to learn more about the ema visit 

www.emascotland.com
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