
Dear Stuart 

Developing Innovative Routes to Teaching 

Thank you for your email highlighting the criteria you will be using to assess the 
council proposals for innovative routes. The council have selected ten of our 
proposals to re-present to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Education as a linked package of new routes. In doing so we would like to highlight 
to the Deputy First Minister and his staff that this is a new role for the Scottish 
Council of Deans of Education. Prior to this new routes into teaching were discussed 
with individual universities, including the recent provision for oil workers in the 
University of Aberdeen and new masters programme in the University of Edinburgh, 
and taken forward within local authority partnerships. The council would welcome the 
opportunity to discuss this change in focus and the request for national provision of 
specific programmes with the Deputy First Minister. 

The new routes we suggest below utilise expertise in specific institutions and 
propose developments that can be delivered with a short timescale, the majority for 
entry in 2017 - 18. The cost and timeline for each proposal will need to be agreed in 
consultation with the institution proposing the programme. In making this selection 
the council were mindful of the need to ensure that new routes could then be 
developed across the universities or provided a new national route accessible to all. 

Combined PGDE and Induction year 
The council propose two new routes: the first focusing on out of the scope and the 
second a partnership development in the University of Dundee (9). These 
programmes provide geographic coverage, build on work already underway in out of 
scope into teaching as a career and utilise the strength of the local authority I 
university partnership structure in Dundee. In moving towards planned national 
provision of a range of initial teacher education programmes these proposals will 
further develop existing strengths and offer an opportunity to establish and evaluate a 
combined PGDE and induction year. The outcomes from these programmes: internal 
recruitment, new programme structures and partnership development can then be 
discussed by council with all stakeholders in order to inform future national 
developments.

out of scope



out of scope

The council commend these programmes as a first step in a national approach to the 
expansion of routes into teaching. We look forward to further discussions with the 
people and leadership unit to take these proposals forward. 

Best wishes, Morag 

Chair of the Scottish Council of Deans of Education 
24.10.16 
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