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OFFICIAL - SENSITIVE 

Paper No: 2017-09-13/BOARD/483 

Briefing - Barclay Review of Non-Domestic Rates 

For discussion and guidance re next steps 

The paper contains a short briefing onJhe Barclay.Review and considers some 
of the issues that OSCR needs to consider. 

1. Introduction

. . ·  

In 2016, Kenneth Barclay, former Chairman of RBS, was asked to chair a Review 
into the non-domestic rates system in Scotland. The aim of the Review was to try to 
reform the system in order to better support business growth and long-term 
investment. 

A consultation was done as part of the review, with over 150 formal responses, and 
other more informal interactions being taken into account. We did not submit a 
formal response, nor did we take part in any conversations around the review. 
There was little discussion about it in the third sector. 

The Review report has now been published and has implications for parts of the 
charity sector. 

The Scottish Government welcomed the review and pledged to respond quickly. In 
their Programme for Government announced on the 5

th of September, a published 
implementation plan was promised by the end of 2017. We are currently trying to 
find out more about the process and whether any further consultation is planned. 

2. Impacts on charities

[redacted]



Recommendation 24: Charity relief should be reformed/restricted for a small 
number of recipients 

[redacted]

Similarly, while clear that private schools can continue to benefit from charitable 
status, the Review believes that they should no longer be eligible for rates relief 
(worth an estimated £5m). Relevant schools will still be eligible for disability rates 
relief - but it is not clear that this would necessarily cover all categories of schools 
catering for Special Educational Needs, for instance secure accommodation. 

[redacted]

It talks about the potential for some of these recommendations to be introduced 
using a phased approach. 

[redacted]




