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INSHORE FISHING: SEA LOCH CLOSURES

A\ February 1994

I am sorry for the long delay in replying to your letter of 6 September
last.

Sir Heector Monro has now concluded his consideration of the responses
received to the Departmemnt's Consultation paper on Inshore Fisheries and
he has today laid an amending Statutory Instrument before both Houses of

Parliament. 1 attach a copy of the associated press statement which
outlines the effects of the changes.

You will see that the Minister has concluded that existing sea loch
closures on the west coast shculd continue ded. I know that this
will disappoint a number of static gear hermen in areas such as
Loeh Torridon where conflicts have arisenr. However in the absence of
clear scientific evidenee that extending the ban on mobile gear would
bring conservation benefits, the Minister feels that loeal fishermen should

be encouraged to work together to final a solution to this kind of
localised problem.

He has also offered the services of the Scottish Fisheries Protection
Agency to assist in reaching any local agreements and in the case of
Loch Tomdon, Fisheries Officers will be in coxrtact with local fishermen
in the coming weeks to initiate discussions. I very much hope that all
concerned will participate in order to reach an equitable and long
standing agreement.
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kSlr Hector that onlty amendmne
Order should be made.

below will come mto éfeet on 14 March
The Terms of the Order

As agreed earbier this year, the Order will:-

1) meaﬁm%lmgﬁa@bemvh&mbem&mm

coast. This will meror ah'eaéymplaeemthe

oftheEstumyamdthechange besupportedbytheAmm
Fisherman's Ass .

(ii) correct
Order; and

contained 1989

(iii) in accordance with representatives from Orkney Fishex
. Association, mmmmmmmmemme
lobster crecling is seebenally prohibited.
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This will leave untouched other arrangements in Scapa Flow whereby
iobster creeling is prohibited between Aprili and September. Some
clements of the Orkney fleet have pressed for an extension to ban all
cv'eehngbetwnenthese dates and will be disappointed at the outcome. We
can however point to considerable efforts to meet these concerns,
mdu&ngthemeﬁngsmmtedbymmwmh@andsupportedby
the Minister. Despite these efforts, there is still no local agreem
whether action shoulé be tzken. Smce the issme is purely a local ome,
we judge that the status gquo should prevail.

The Order will also }&ve unchanged the presemt

the Sea E&sh (Conservation) Act 196? Thv’s rem'azs our view,
but httle progress has so far been mad: ISsio i

Fisheries Departmenis, not least becamse the mem of scaﬂ@p vessels
suceessful in the decommissioming scheme suggests we must now reassess
Wheﬂxer controls are actually necessary at tﬁs stage. We are also
to obtain updated stock assesem from our scientific
Ooaleagaes We shall repm't further to the Mimister i

The amendments at i) and m) abovewﬁlmtresalxmany !
coststothemdusu-y e i

CCA pe
Bawentary Clerk) aﬂa m Bxplanato

that 1t mn be consultegd there.

Publicity

The scale of the propssed changes do not merit a Ministerial

announcement. The attached draft press notiece is e in the form
of a >partim 3 P However since the only substantve

to:ssue a m‘ ioh:s loml mem. athach an
Tmmmoﬂytommmmmm

InD bhave been consulted #bout this advice and agree that the
recommended course is appropriate for such a low key amnouncemsent.
They have also cleared the draft press notiees.

Conclusion

1 invite the Minister to agree the terms of the attached Statutory
Instrument which will:
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t.

introduce controls on shrimp fishing in the Solwsy to match those
ready introduced in Cumbiria:

2. correct tvpographical errors in the 1983 Order.

3. in accordance with K representatives from Orkamey Fishes
Association, remove I@mghgpe Bay from the area in Scapa Flow where
lobster crecling is seasmﬂw prohibited.

Ishmﬂdalsobegra‘eaﬁulﬁwmewmsm' onfizma . ;
with the aftached dr&t pness remes ami wrth the attached letter to
) ched, and with the letter to

AFD J

Reem 521
Pentland House
Extn: 6430

4 February 1994
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ii) a sea area on theiedsge of Seapa Flew in Ovkmey will be remove
from a control area where the use of lobster creel is prolibite
dur'ing the siummer

Both of these measures afe supported by the fishir
localities concermed. Tbeif"ﬂ‘s‘t will involve weg

costs to t‘nemdﬂstry simce it ‘relazes

longer judged necessary to proteet stock W‘ =

Contact Point:

The Scottish Office Agriculture
and Fisheries Department
Pentland Bouse

47 Robb's Loan

EDINBURGH

EH14 ITW

Tel: 031 244 8440
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