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INSHORE FISBlNG: SEA LOCH CLOSURES

I am sorry for the long delay in replying to your letter of 6 September
last.

Sir Hector Monro has now concluded his consideration of the responses
received to the Department's Consultation.paper on Inshore Fisheries and
he has today laid an amending Statutory Instillment before both Houses of
Parliament. I attach a copy of the associated press statement which
outlines the effects of the changes.

You will see that the Minister has concluded that existing sea loch
closures on the west coast should continue lrt:;meD.ded. I know that this
will disappoint a number of static gear hermen in areas such as
Loch Torridon where conflicts have arisen. However in the absence of
clear scientific evidence that extending the ban on mobile gear would
bring conservation benefits ~ the Minister feels that local fisbermell should
be encouraged to work together to final a solution to this kind of
localised problem.

He has also offered the services of the Scottish Fisheries Protection
Agency to assist in reaching any local ~ts and in the case of
Loch Torridon, Fisheries Officers will be in contact with local fishermen
in the coming weeks to initiate discussiOns. I very much hope that all
concerned will participate in order to reach an equitable and long
standing agreement.
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PS/Sir Hector- Monro

Copy to: PSJSEk.~tary of State
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The ~ :i!SSIl:leQ a ~lUtatkm ~ in tlite latter half of 19$2
oa pess.ible chaages to our ~ fis];dpg regime. FoUGWing' detailed
~rati<m of tAe ~ from tlae ~ aaci. ~ m~
"bodies, Sir Hector ~ that only minor ~ts to tl1.e cu'ftent
0Tael" should be JI1:Ie.de.

UDf~ tJae ~t of tbe ~ of tM .~ W to
De Q.~; .sily .3. lp.e d. the ~ .IS 1!iLIIIfiIItI":m .~ to
~.d.e ~ v.i••• Oil )@lm:ez. fi""'~.at ~ .•••. , •• M!iI*e
~1Jry, for ~ with the ~.,~ ••• ·re.·.<Jft. 'the
ann~nt of a n~ of days at sea ~J!i:Jg a ~ f~
the .~ Com-1: of JIas~ clears the way __ ftli?e'h~ tM ~ .of
tM ~ ~ .••••• ~~l .'Ie lIlU- .~ . ·72 I1iIITIlIit .·7t 11r ••••
aM daef1 '!Mn1iiai8. 1 .• - t L It is ~i t1II&t. 1tie •ntOs '1_ •• Wt
below will come into ~ on 14 Ma..'l'"Ch.

The T~ of ~ ~

As ~ earitier this year~ the Order will:-

(i) iIIiIpGae a 1IiIIIiIit .8&; tile l!w.tgUt gf liIeBa WE" h CilIBl .• 'iiI!Se'A _ tile
.1 sllj •• ;] .• T &'Iij) goO 'l1le preeise area to be ~_ ••.. _
east gf a :me ~ fMl'lil 6ou~ ~ ~~ to Ule Bopl]
006St. This willi _1ft ~ ~ m pla!ee Em. the ~ I:lcle
of the Estua"fry 31iMi the change will be supported by the A:n;nan
FisherRila:in1s ~;

(ii) COlTEk.--t ~ erron COl&:tmaed in. the o~l 1989
Order; and

(iii) in accordance with representatives. from Orkney ~IS
~1ioR, :rellUlrN lAt •• I'e Bay ia Sf po. Msw" •.•••• __ 1III.ete
lobste;r BE am.g is se•. "" PI"'.lihaitai..
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This will leave untouched. other arra.n.gemen.ts in Scapa Flow whereby
Iobster creeling is proln1irlted between April and September. Some
alements of the Orkney fleet have pressed for an. extension to ban all
creeling between these dates and will. be d:isappomted at the outcome. We
can however point to cqnside:rable efforts to meet these concerns,
including the meetings jni:~ted by Mr James Wa1IeceMP and supported by
the Minister. Despite the.s¢ efforts, there :is still ne local ~t on
whether action shoulQ. be taken. Since the isSItle is purely a local one,
we judge that the status qU!O should prevail.

The one final issue outstaruflin.g- from the ori •••• ~ docu.:JDe!rt is
whether to intrOOuee fi&:'!oe- C8IJ:itiiNdB GB ., 11' "z'g" •• to reduce
~ ~ and sustam the healitll _ tiE~. Our earlier advice
was tmt any necessary ~ woWd best .• ~ on a UK basis
through the Sea. Fish (Conservation) Act H16'1. This. ~ our view,
but little p~ has so far been made m ~ with. other
Fisheries ~ts, DOt! least beamse tDe ~ of seallep vesseb
successful in the d~s,ioipjDg scheme s~ we llmSt DOW reassess
whether controls are ~ necessary at tlUs stage. We an also
seeking to obtain upu:t~. stock asSe5SEf'lUS from. our scientific
~. We shall. ~,~r to the ~ on tbi!s in dl!e course.

The amel'lldmeats at ii) a:a.q. iii) above will not re:snlt m any addi1:ioDal
costs to the industry. T1ate controls on beam. ~ in the Solway will
~t 1m ., •••• b ~ ~ ~ _em. IiItawe te :IiiIaIiIt1ge1a 1.eagtil on
~ Bn@JJ'k* ~ ci. tke ~. bId.eed ill ~ ~ 1len& it is hoped
tSat tlae.. s~ sitAewan ~ as a ~ of 1il1iIisce&m iaDtm ~,
leading to ~ts fw the .... -t:ry.

The ~_~ CCA ~.,. ~. in tile 1] .m:y of both. liouses (by
~ .~) ~ ~ ~ 1iJ!Ot!e to tile Iasti::a&At advises
that it can be consulted ~.

Publicity

The scale of the propesed changes do not merit a llIIinisterial
announeeesent , The attachett draft ~ IlO't:iee is ~ in the form.
of a Departmental~. However si&:ee the OBly substan.t:ive
o~ aft~ .Sal.Ut llest ~, it llB8\J' be 1iIat: ~ ~ WCiM!Ild wish
to _ue a press ~ toi his lo0al :me.. 1 ~ also attach an
~ ~ j)Pe$S ~ lldiIieh inclRlJaes a CipJIOte frem. the Mimster.
Tlld.B ~ be ~ 0Illy Ito 1eeal. ~ m. Db, .-, • ,s a!D!4. ~.

InD have been consulted about tlrls. adviiae and agree that the
recommended COU%Se is ~te for such a low key aJJn.01lDCelIIlent.
They have also cleareti the ~t press notiees.

Conclusion

I invite the '.MiIris;ter to agree the teras of the attached Statutory
Instrument w.hich will:
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1. introduce contr-ols on shrimp fishing in the ~ to mateh. those
~y intr€>dueed in Cumbria:

2. correct typographical errors in the 1989 Order.

3. in aG~ce with i representatives fl!'OlJl Ork;aey ~_IS
Association, remove Lo~ Bay from the area in ScapL Flow W'here
lobster c:rec-..Jing is seas~ prohibited.

1 shculd a1sQ be grateiul Eqr .tae ~teI'ls ~ tliat. he is oontelrt
tached d...-.aft ~ releases, and with the a~ let:ter to
~~ hia " ~ ~, a.\Il4 witiL tke lettet- to
01 tDe ADlJ1311 ~ts ~.

AFDJ
Room 521
PeutJan4 House
Extn: 6430
, February 1994
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C@B.I 0118- •••• AS r. PI:
D•••• J'I S (PM! ttii •• OF FlU ••• .MfIiB n . ,. • _n••e••ISS)
(~) ,.Jr. ERr 7 ~ 19M

The above Order will N!!!!eJ!id the Ins.bDre Pist· .rg (~ of FislriDg
aM. ~iPltg~) (~) ~ 19S! m • f~ wtlJ'S": .•.

i) a limit will be ~ on the ~ •. Seam ~ can be 1!l!Sed
to fish: for ~ in the,. Sobvay .~'. After tile Order
comes mto f~ ~ 'ffl!a' •••••• beeaL Will. 'Ie & ~;

ii) a sea area on tIlel ~ at ~ F1Mr;ill ~ lIrill be 1"'elIit\IO'ftKl
from a control area Wbere the -ase of ~ creel is ~
during the Si'iJ\1jJ!'meP months.

Both of these measures * S\l~ by tlle fislta!iRg ~ in the
localities~. ~ I first wm involve ~" I', ~ costs
smee tl.t.e 6 metre 'bea!It Wt~~ ~ OR tlie ~ sWte of the
Es"t'Qary. In ta.e ~ ~ it is ~ tiaat tme. D!lR"T we wiil prQtect
sto€&: levels oe allow n~ to increase. '!'his wm. be of beDe!fit to t!le
in418!S'tey' sUwe it s.Bould ~ to ~ _9D·· aati. eVleild: nt ~
better ~l:ret:urm;. The second 8!P'ISIIilf Fi" 'will ~ •. ~r'7' a1
costs to 'tlike iDEmstry siBce it relaxes aD. ~ ~ w•••. is no
l~r judged necessary to protect stock :Ie..,....

In addition, certain t~ e:n'Oil"S m 1:Be 19$9 0Meir: will. be
~ted. None of ~ Win laave any fiaane;iai iIaIpact 0iII. the incmst:ry.

Contact Point:

The Scottish Office AgricuJ:tlllre
and Fisheries Depart.mellt
Pentkmd House
47 Robb's Loan
EDINBURGH
EH14ITW

Tel: 031 244 6440
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