ssioar dirnon pa b Aramneachs) agus Atharrachadh simsir
Kinister for Cnvironment and Ciimale Change
Paul Wheethouse BPA/MSP

The Scottish
Government
Riaghaltas na b Alba

in 2014 Scotlaticl Welcomes the Worid
The Scottish Farliament
EDINBURGH
EHD9 18P

/o July 2014

Thank you for bringing the concerns of your constituent to my attention. | understey {
ou have also raised her concerns with Scottish Natural Heritage directly and that
as provided a comprehensive response to the points tha*has raised. His
response includes details of the seabird populations and the rat population but | would like to
emphasise that | take the threat of non-native species very seriously.
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The black rat is not native to the British Isles but, even if it was, the guestion waould be
whether if was native on the islands and causing harm. The delicate balance of island
populations are particularly at risk from invasions, but equally we have found some success
in eradicating non-native species from islands, as the risk of reinvasion can be managed in a
way that would be much more difficult {o achieve on the mainland.

It is important to note that, in considering the project, SNH carefully considered the likely
benefits to be delivered for the native seabird populations. In addition they looked into non-
lethal control options, but none were found to be suitable. | know that they took great care in
assessing all aspects of the project. However, like SNH, 1 am mindful of the responsibilities
we have to protect our native species - in this case brought into sharp focus by the Special
Protected Area status of the islands.

| hope that this provides some clarity as to why | am supportive of the project and why it is
necessary to take action to control and eliminate black rats from the islands .
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From: -@scotﬁsh.par]iament.uk
Sent: 16 June 2014 11:12:49

To: scottish.ministers@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Subject: FAOQ Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs & Environment

Attachments: Rural Affairs and Environment.pdf, Black Rats.pdf

Cabinet Secy r Rural
r with a letter Irom constituent

Please find attached a letter from
irs and Environment fogethe
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The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba

Richard Lochhead MSP ' ' By email only
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs & Environment
St Andrew's House

Regent Road
Edinburgh
EHt 3DG
our Ret: [ NG
Your Ref:
16 June 2014

Dear Cabinet Secretary

| have been contacted by -Nho has raised with me concerns about
the proposed elimination of black rats from the Shiant Islands in the Quter

Hebrides. :

| would be grateful for your comments on the points she makes in her
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The Shisnt Seabird Recovery Project, a group cttost by the RSPB, Scottish Natural Heritage and the
cutrent ownets of the Shiant Islands in the Outex Iebtides, have just been given a huge BU grant to
efitninate a colony of black or ship rats (Raitus rattis sp.) from the Shiants because they occasionally
predate on seabirds. As there are 150,000 seabitds in the Shiants and only 200 black rats, who ate not
much bigger than gesbils and rarely eat meat, it's difficalt to see how they could have much of an
impact - but even if they were having an impact, the fact s that the Shiant colony of black sats is the
last remaining wild population of the rarest native mammal in Britain, and destroying them would be as
much an ecological tragedy as the killing of the last wolf in Scotland in 1743,

The Shiant Seabird Recovery Project is disingenuously claiming that the black tats on the Shiants are
non-native because they arrived there from a shipwreck. As a species, howevet, they first appeared in
Britain duting the Roman petiod, only 200 yeats after the brown hate and at Jeast 800 years before the
rabbit, both of which we accept as native specics, and they were widespread on the mainland up to the
18" C. Indeed, one of their traditional species natmes is Uthe Old English tat". Ptior to World War 1
they wete actually in the process of being. domesticated in the UK, alongside the brown rat and the
house mouse who have both become populat pets. Examples of "black" tats were bted in a vatety of
attractive colouts (including black-eyed cream and, supposedly, greenl) and exhibited at shows in
London, but the domestic strain was lost after the breedets were despatched to the trenches. Now the
U has apparently decided to classify black tats as non-native invadets wherever they occur in Eutope,
despite their having been established in mainland Eutope for 2,300 years and in Britain fot 1,800 years.

Yes, ship tats ate only rate in Britain, not wotldwide, and yes, they ate omnivores who sometimes eat
birds - but both these things are also true of the ted squirrel. T possess 4 biology textbook from. the
1920s, weitten when the red squitrel was still quite common and illustrated with paintings of typical
scenes from the lives of vatious British mammals, and the "typical” scene for the red squirrel shows a
pair taiding d nest, with blood and yolk diipping down theit chins. Black rats are actually very like ted
squittels, playful, atboteal, intefligent and pretty, and puch less problematic than the brown tat. They
are half the size of their larger cousins, with & much weaker bite, are less predatoty and much less
prone to ovet-population. Wheteas female brown fats ate fertle at five weeks old and can potentially
Lave ten babics every 23 days thereaftet, female black rats aten't festile untl three months old and
usually have one ot two littess of fout to six babies pet year, about the same as 4 hedgehog.

They ate also highly adaptable, and if they really ate causing a problem then the 200 last-ditch survivots
of Beitain's tatest native mammal could casily be live-trapped, as was done with the hedgehogs on Uist,
and moved to another uninhabited island such as St Kilda, or relocated to a zoo.




As a member of your constituency, a fellow de one of only 4 handful of experts in the
wotld on the cate of the black rat as a pet, I wou appteclate it very much if you could ask Scottish
Natural Heritage why they are bxazenly prepating to exterminate the last remaining wild British colony
of the Old English rat to protect vatious specles of seabird which ate considerably less rate - including
two species which aren't even present in the Shiants but which they only think might roost there at
some point in the indefinite future. In a morge general sense you might also ask them why they ate
doing all they can to preserve and reinteoduce the red squirrel whilst at the same time deliberately
destroying a vety similar and locally tpuch fatet rodent. And “because one has a fuffy tail and the
other doesn't” doesn’t teally cut it






