Consultation on Proposed Sites to Host Inshore Fisheries Pilots 2017

Responding to this Consultation 

We are inviting responses to this consultation by 22 February 2018.
Please respond to this consultation using the Scottish Government’s consultation platform, Citizen Space. You can view and respond to this consultation online at https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/inshore-fisheries-pilots-2017/. 
You can save and return to your responses while the consultation is still open.  Please ensure that consultation responses are submitted before the closing date of 22 February 2018.
If you are unable to respond online, please complete the Respondent Information Form (see “Handling your Response” below) to:

Malcolm MacLeod

Marine Scotland

Area 1B South

Victoria Quay

Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ

Handling your response

If you respond using Citizen Space (http://consult.gov.scot) you will be directed to the Respondent Information Form. Please indicate how you wish your response to be handled and, in particular, whether you are happy for your response to published. 

If you are unable to respond via Citizen Space, please complete and return the Respondent Information Form attached included in this document.  If you ask for your response not to be published, we will regard it as confidential, and we will treat it accordingly.

All respondents should be aware that the Scottish Government is subject to the

provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and would therefore

have to consider any request made to it under the Act for information relating to

responses made to this consultation exercise.

Next steps in the process

Where respondents have given permission for their response to be made public, and

after we have checked that they contain no potentially defamatory material,

responses will be made available to the public at http://consult.gov.scot. If you use Citizen Space to respond, you will receive a copy of your response via email.

Following the closing date, all responses will be analysed and considered along with

any other available evidence to help us. Responses will be published where we have been given permission to do so.

Comments and complaints

If you have any comments about how this consultation exercise has been conducted,

please send them to inshore@gov.scot.
Scottish Government consultation process

Consultation is an essential part of the policy-making process. It gives us the opportunity to consider your opinion and expertise on a proposed area of work.  

You can find all our consultations online: http://consult.gov.scot. Each consultation details the issues under consideration, as well as a way for you to give us your views, either online, by email or by post.

Consultations may involve seeking views in a number of different ways, such as  public meetings, focus groups, or other online methods such as Dialogue (https://www.ideas.gov.scot).

Responses will be analysed and used as part of the decision making process, along with a range of other available information and evidence. We will publish a report of this analysis for every consultation. Depending on the nature of the consultation exercise the responses received may:

· indicate the need for policy development or review

· inform the development of a particular policy

· help decisions to be made between alternative policy proposals

· be used to finalise legislation before it is implemented

While details of particular circumstances described in a response to a consultation exercise may usefully inform the policy process, consultation exercises cannot address individual concerns and comments, which should be directed to the relevant public body.
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Respondent Information Form
Please Note this form must be returned with your response.
Are you responding as an individual or an organisation?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Individual
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Organisation

Full name or organisation’s name
Phone number 

Address 
Postcode 

Email

The Scottish Government would like your permission to publish your consultation response. Please indicate your publishing preference: 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Publish response with name

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Publish response only (anonymous)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Do not publish response

We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
Proposal 1 – The Inner Sound of Skye 
1. Do you agree that the pilot proposal for the Inner Sound of Skye should be taken forward by Marine Scotland as described?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please set out the reasons for your answer.
	


2. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of amending the current six month restriction so that all mobile gear fishing is prohibited throughout the duration of the pilot?
	


Proposal 2 – West Coast RIFG – Mull Crabbing Box 
3. Do you agree that the pilot proposal for the Mull Crabbing Box should be taken forward by Marine Scotland as described? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please set out the reasons for your answer.

	


4. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of the introduction of a seasonal restriction on mobile gear activity in the area for the duration of the pilot?

	


5. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of whether a seasonal restriction on the number of creels in the relevant area should be put in place for the duration of the pilot?
	


Proposal 3 – Orkney Scallop Fishery 

6. Do you agree that the pilot proposal for the management of scallops around the Orkney Isles should be taken forward by Marine Scotland as described?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please set out the reasons for your answer.

	


7. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of the introduction of a minimum landing size of 110 mm for king scallops landed into the Orkney Isles?

	


8. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of restricting vessels to no more than 10 dredges in total when fishing for scallops within 6 nautical miles of the Orkney Isles?

	


9. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of prohibiting vessels of more than 17 metres from fishing within 6 nautical miles of the Orkney Isles?

	


10. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of prohibiting vessels from using or carrying on-board more than two tow bars with a combined overall length, or a single tow bar or beam with an overall length of more than 6.20 metres, or more than a total of 10 scallop dredges or 2 x 4.4 metre beams within 6 nautical miles of the Orkney Isles?

	


11. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of the introduction of a minimum landing size of 64 mm for queen scallops landed into the Orkney Isles?

	


12. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of requiring that vessels over 12 metres in length, with AIS or other electronic systems, must have their systems switched on at all times while within 8 nautical miles of the Orkney Isles?
	


Proposal 4 – Outer Hebrides
13. Do you agree that the pilot proposal for the management of creel numbers around the Outer Hebrides should be taken forward by Marine Scotland as described?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please set out the reasons for your answer.

	


14. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of limiting permitted creel numbers based on vessel size?
	


15. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of requiring that all marker buoys set must clearly display the vessel’s name and registration number?

	


16. What is your view on the possible impact, both positive and negative, of requiring that no vessel may haul another vessel’s creels without first obtaining clearance from Marine Scotland Compliance?
	


Proposal 5 – Zonal Boxes
17. Do you support Marine Scotland exploring the concept of zonal boxes, where either static or mobile gear fishing activity would be permitted for a limited period of time?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please set out the reasons for your answer.

	


18. Should this concept be explored in the Arbroath area as described? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please set out the reasons for your answer.

	


19. Is there any other area of the coast you would recommend for exploring zonal arrangements?
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